Introduction
immune system activation in response to an allergen challenge. In particular, the levels of It is well known that proliferation of T lymserum sCD4 are raised in these diseases where phocytes requires the interaction of a nominal there is a prominent role of helper T (Th)
antigen with both accessory cells and T lympho-cells. -1 In the present paper, we studied the cytes to produce the T cell growth factor inter-serum levels of sIL-2R, sCD4 and sCD8 as leukin-2 (IL-2). Coincident with T cell activation markers of immune activation in asthmatic and production of IL-2, T cells express the IL-2 patients with regard to their clinical status meareceptor (IL-2R) which is needed for T-cell pro-sured as bronchial responsiveness to (Table 2) .
To assess the role played by activated T lymphocytes in the pathogenesis of asthma, the con- and slL-2R. Our results also demonstrate a significan decrease of sCD8. On the whole, the present findings strengthen the suggestion that in asthma there is an imbalance of the CD4/CD8 ratio and that T helper lymphocytes are the principal determinant for the development of bronchial hyperresponsiveness. 8'4 
